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In the "HUB-IBARAKI ART PROJECT 2024," we invited Shiga prefecture
based artist Yui Inoue to focus on the mountainous regions of Ibaraki City and
phenomena related to natural circulation. We have been conducting research
for the project from spring through winter. Inoue has explored and engaged
with what once existed here, what was carefully nurtured, what has quietly
disappeared, and the forgotten memories of this land that have gradually
changed with the passage of time.

Through the research, we noticed the coexistence of diverse landscapes:
amidst the rich natural scenery of the mountain areas, patches of land under
development, arterial roads, highways, and a dam suddenly appear, for ming a
complex and layered environment. Observing this, the question emerged of
whether the coexistence of urban development and the natural environment is
truly possible—an issue that resonates both locally and globally. Confronted
with how these realities impact us, Inoue reflected on the meaning of the word
"circulation" and became aware of the challenges and contradictions underly-
ing it. These reflections have become the foundation of her artistic expression,
influencing how she connects with and communicates ideas rooted in this
land.

This exhibition will showcase artworks created using materials inherited from
Ibaraki's nature and people. In addition, workshops and related events will
provide a platform for visitors to share and engage in dialogue about the
questions Inoue has uncovered regarding "circulation."

We hope that the experiences, discoveries, and reflections Inoue encountered
in Ibaraki will provide new perspectives to all who visit.
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g %f Kudzu covered the surface soil of the Osaka Group, dating back millions of years. Tsubakiyama, a forest preserved from development by the quiet perseverance of someone who planted
m trees over time. A sealed well of famous spring water. A highway is thrusting upward from the mountain as if it had grown there.Gazing at the teal-colored puddle at the foot of the excavat-
—_ S ed mountain, someone murmured, "The mountain's tears." A majestic stag with magnificent antlers was encountered at the quarry, and a large, hairy, jet-black beast dashed away with
3 m dynamic force. A newly built dam, bending the very gravity of the body. Pokeweed was stirring beside the restless fences of land under construction. A furnace so advanced it melts even the
o - inorganic. A dragon-horn-like branch found at a rain-praying shrine. An old man diligently moving stones at the confluence of rivers.
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